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Budget Mess
Aside, What
About The Other
Problems?
By Marc Levy
ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

HARRISBURG, Pa. (AP) –
Pennsylvania’s worrisome fiscal
condition aside, there are several other long-standing financial
thorns – such as an underfunded transportation network – that
state government has failed to
address, even in good financial
times.
Now, Gov. Ed Rendell and
legislators are being forced to
discuss these matters in an election year when the recession has
left unemployment high, jobs
scarce and voters uneasy about
government deficits.
“We can no longer ignore
these issues,’’ said Johnna Pro, a
spokeswoman for state House
Appropriations Committee
Chairman Dwight Evans, DPhiladelphia. “Lawmakers will
have to make some very difficult
choices.’’
For starters, the state is still
counting on the Federal Highway Administration to approve
its 2 1/2-year-old application to
add tollbooths to Interstate 80.
That’s worth an extra $450
million a year to highways,
bridges and mass transit systems. But even with that money,
the state would be $750 million
short of what a Rendell-appointed commission recommended be spent annually to
maintain Pennsylvania’s transportation infrastructure.
If the feds reject Pennsylvania’s tolling plan – and no tolls
have ever been added to an existing portion of the federally
funded interstate highway system – there’s an alternative: The
Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission could continue borrowing the money for three more
years, as it is currently doing.
But, eventually, legislators will
need to find the money elsewhere.
“The last thing that we want
to see happen here in Pennsylvania is some type of tragedy
similar to what happened in
Minnesota,’’ where a 2007 bridge
collapse killed 13 people, said
Delaware County Rep. William
Adolph, the ranking Republican
on the House Appropriations
Committee. “I think the taxpayers of Pennsylvania would also
agree with that.’’
Then there’s the state-subsidized adultBasic health insurance program, which offers coverage to lower-income adults for
a monthly fee that will increase
to $36 in March.
Rendell wants the program
to continue covering as many as
50,000 low-income adults. But a
six-year commitment by the
state’s nonprofit Blue Cross and
Blue Shield insurers is set to expire Dec. 31, leaving about half
the money for the approximately $200 million adultBasic program in limbo.
The Blues are signaling that
they do not want to continue
the same level of commitment to
the program – which has an approximately two-year waiting list
–and are suggesting that other
insurers help out.
Discussions among the insurers, the Rendell administration and top legislators are getting under way.
One of the costliest problems
facing the state right now is the
massive debt accumulating in
the trust fund that pays unemployment benefits.
Pennsylvania has borrowed
more than $2 billion from the
federal government – fourthmost behind California, Michigan and New York – thanks to
the recession and a two-decadeold law that limits the tax collections that can go into the
fund.
Even counting the penalties
on employers and employees
that kicked in this year – more
are scheduled to start next year
– the state Department of Labor
and Industry projects the fund
to be underwater by $7 billion
in 2018.
A plan to correct that is being
written into legislation, 15
months after Rendell asked negotiators for Republicans, Democrats, business groups and
labor unions to address it.
Under the plan, taxes on employers and employees would
rise in hopes that the debt is fully
paid and the state ends 2018
with a positive balance in the
fund. The scope of benefits will
be scaled back, such as a proposal to limit the ability of a higher-income worker to collect severance pay and an unemployment check at the same time.
Senate Labor and Industry
Committee Chairman John
Gordner, R-Columbia, said he
hopes to see the Legislature pass
it this spring.
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Kim Spriggs Named To Hall Of Fame Agencies Still Suffering
Former McConnellsburg track and field
star selected for state Hall of Fame
SPECIAL TO THE NEWS

Even though 25 years have
elapsed since Kim Spriggs ran
her last race as a member of the
McConnellsburg High School
track and field squad, she is slated to be honored at the state

Kim Spriggs Cameron

level this weekend for her sports
achievements.
On Saturday, March 6, Spriggs will be inducted into the
Pennsylvania Track and Field
Hall of Fame, thereby adding
one more achievement to her already long list of accomplishments. The special ceremony for
Spriggs and other athletes will
be conducted during the intermission period of the PA Indoor
Track & Field Championship to
be held at the Ashenfelter MultiSport Facility at Penn State University.
A 1985 graduate of McConnellsburg High School, Spriggs
holds a variety of outstanding
sports-related accomplishments, including having garnered first-place finishes in the
triple jump, long jump and 100meter hurdle events at the 1984
state track meet. By securing
the AA girls trophy, Spriggs’ feat
brought home the school district’s first-ever PIAA team
championship.
During her track and field career at McConnellsburg, Spriggs earned 13 state medals and
seven individual state championships in addition to helping
her teammates clinch four District 5 titles, four Lady Spartan
Invitational Crowns and a thirdplace team finish at the state
level.
Furthermore, to this day, she
still has the honor of holding
four District 5 records, seven
school records and an All-American status for her each of her

sophomore, junior and senior
years.
Also excelling on the basketball court, Spriggs is touted as
having scored 1,615 points for
the Lady Spartans basketball
team.
Following her graduation
from McConnellsburg, Spriggs
attended college at Northeastern Oklahoma A&M before
transferring to Northwest Missouri State (NWS). At NWS she
earned All-American honors in
Division II in the triple jump and
the 400-meter hurdles.
Spriggs currently resides in
Florissant, Mo., with her husband of 20 years, David
Cameron, and their three children: Siedah, David Jr. and
Myles. She is employed as a
branch manager at National
City Bank.
Kim Spriggs

1983
PIAA state champion in 100meter hurdles, 14.93 (state
record)
1984
● PIAA state champion in 100-meter
hurdles, 14.88 (state record)
● PIAA state champion in triple
jump, 37’ 2.25”
● PIAA state champion in long jump,
17’ 8.5”
● Indoor state champion in 55meter hurdles, 8.44 (state
record)
● Indoor state champion in triple
jump, 35’3”
1985
● PIAA state champion in 300-meter
hurdles, 43.13 (2nd All-Time AA)
● National High School Track AllAmerican in 300-meter hurdles
●

From Budget Impasse
By Charles Thompson
THE (HARRISBURG) PATRIOT-NEWS

HARRISBURG, Pa. (AP) –
More than half of central Pennsylvania’s human-service agencies are still feeling the financial
impact of last year’s state budget impasse.
Last year, human-service
agencies throughout Pennsylvania went almost four months
without state aid during the
standoff. From July 1 through
Oct. 9, state money for day cares,
drug and alcohol treatment services, emergency shelters, food
banks and more was held up
while Gov. Ed Rendell and state
lawmakers fought over taxes
and spending.
A statewide survey of nearly
350 agencies conducted by the
United Way of Pennsylvania indicates that the impasse hurt
social-service agencies at precisely the time when more residents were turning to them for
help. Some are still recovering.
The report showed that 61
percent of the agencies surveyed
cut services during the impasse.
The impasse in addition to
funding cuts in the 2009-10 budget have left the state’s safety net
weaker, said Tony Ross, president of the United Way of Pennsylvania.
“Most agencies were able to
struggle back onto their feet’’
after the budget was adopted,
Ross said. “But they’re wobbly,
and another impasse (like last
year’s) could take them out.’’
While a majority of agencies
statewide reported curtailing

Vietnam Veteran Pens Memoir
“Returning For My
Brother” to be
released March 15
By Chanin Rotz-Mountz
STAFF WRITER

After completing a one-year
tour of duty in Vietnam, Robert
Driscoll returned to the United
States in 1968 a changed man.
Once sociable, talkative and patriotic, Driscoll distanced himself
from family and friends and
found himself questioning his
core beliefs.
“The military taught me how
to survive, and I thought I could
turn it off,” said Driscoll, who
shares his war experience and
the devastating effect post traumatic stress disorder (PTSD)
had on his life as well as the life
of his family through a memoir
entitled “Returning For My
Brother.”
Driscoll, 62, stated it wasn’t
until around 1990 that he received an unexpected diagnosis
from VA hospital officials he was
suffering from a “slight case” of
PTSD. Under the assumption
he was only at the hospital to
answer a series of questions
based on his tour of duty,
Driscoll said he went into a rage
at the news.
“I was wrong about having

Robert Driscoll
things under control,” said
Driscoll, who recalled neatly
packing away anything that connected him to the war effort,
whether it be an Army uniform
or military ribbons, soon after
departing Logan Airport in
Boston. Soon thereafter, Driscoll
suffered a flashback to Vietnam
while on a Boy Scout outing that
in turn led to counseling for himself and his wife and three children.
“Reliving Vietnam was part
of my path to recovery,” Driscoll
stated. Three 12-week intensive
training sessions, group meetings, counseling, medication,

School Shooting
Suspect Faces 15 Counts
By CATHERINE TSAI
ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

GOLDEN, Colo.—A man accused of shooting two Colorado
students in the parking lot of a
middle school was charged Tuesday with 15 counts, including attempted murder, assault and
child abuse.
Prosecutors filed the case
against Bruco Strong Eagle Eastwood, 32, who is suspected of
wounding the victims after opening fire at Deer Creek Middle
School in suburban Denver on
Feb. 23.
He could face 97 1/2 years in
prison if convicted of all counts.
Eastwood wasn't in court
Tuesday but appeared on a video
link from jail. He didn't speak or
enter a plea, and public defender Katherine Spengler didn’t directly address the allegations.
Eastwood was being held in
lieu of $1 million cash bail.
One of the two wounded
eighth-graders, Reagan Weber,
was treated at a hospital and released. The other, Matt Thieu,
was hospitalized, and his parents

have said he is doing well.
Eastwood faces two counts
each of attempted murder after
deliberation, attempted murder
with extreme indifference, assault with a weapon, assault with
extreme indifference and child
abuse resulting in serious bodily
injury.
He also faces four counts of
crime of violence and one count
of unlawful possession of a
weapon on school grounds.
Sheriff's officials haven’t disclosed a possible motive in the
shootings.
Eastwood had been living on
his father’s ranch in Hudson,
about 55 miles northeast of the
school. His father, War Eagle
Eastwood, believes his son suffers from schizophrenia.
Jefferson County Judge
Thomas Vance didn’t immediately rule on a motion by KUSA
in Denver to unseal the arrest
warrant affidavit.
Deer Creek, about three miles
from the site of the 1999
Columbine High School shootings,
reopened for classes Monday.
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herbal remedies and even
acupuncture were utilized during that period of recovery, but it
wasn’t until he visited a spiritual healer that Driscoll reported
that there was no longer something missing in his life.
Nearly four years in the making, “Returning For My Brother,”
Driscoll’s first book, is slated to
be released on March 15. He said
God helped him on a spiritual
level to write the memoir that reveals his raw feelings through
self-reflection.
“ ... I feel I have a moral responsibility to educate those
who are willing to listen and
learn of the social consequences of war, its trauma and
of PTSD,” Driscoll told the
“News.” “It is hard to believe in
2010 we continue to see our returning warriors ‘get through’
by perpetuating the war-zone
learned behaviors. These can
sometimes result in self medication with drugs and alcohol
as a way to cope with the after
effects of war. It doesn’t have to
be this way.”
“I have written this book in
an effort to support those returning warriors, and all warriors: veterans that live with guilt
and isolation, questioning their
very existence and struggling to
cope with everyday stress after
their war. In addition, I offer a
unique window into the life of
the returning warrior for their

families, friends and the mental
and healthcare professionals
who work to understand and
heal them. The book also identifies the path of recovery that I
have been on for the past 20
years,” he added.
Once released later this
month, the book will be available online by visiting
www.returningformybrother.co
m or locally by contacting
Driscoll at bob1300647@aol.com
or 717-573-4722.
Now residing at the Farm of
Peace located at 1212 Haven
Lane, Warfordsburg, Driscoll will
be following up on the book’s release with a veterans-only workshop set for March 17-21. The
spiritual retreat will be held at
the Farm of Peace and includes
appearances by Driscoll and Salima Adelstein, master healer and
department head of Spiritual
Ministry and Sufi Studies at the
University of Spiritual Healing
& Sufism.
Hoping to stay in the area for
several years, Driscoll is also in
the process of contacting officials from VFW posts and American Legions in Pennsylvania,
West Virginia, Maryland and
Washington, D.C.
“My goal is to save one veteran’s life and to prevent one family from breaking apart,” he concluded. “Veterans need to know
there is help and that they are
not alone.”
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services to clients during the impasse, fewer than one-third of
17 responding agencies from
Cumberland, Dauphin and Perry
counties did the same. There
was more reliance in the midstate on internal measures like
spending down reserves, laying
off staff or borrowing.
Tim Whelan, a vice president
of the United Way of the Capital
Region, said that might be a reflection of the midstate’s more
stable economy, which has allowed more nonprofits to build
up reserves in the first place, and
caused smaller drops in private
fundraising than in other areas.
That’s not to say that midstate organizations were immune to the impasse.
A full 50 percent of local respondents said they are still
struggling to rebuild their financial reserves.
At the Tri-County Opportunities Industrialization Center,
based in Harrisburg, which provides basic-education, literacy
and job-readiness classes for
adults, some satellite class locations were not opened this year
because of the block in state
funding.
As a result, the organization
has had to build waiting lists for
those seeking training that could
help them land jobs.
Tina Nixon, executive director of the YWCA of Greater Harrisburg, said her organization
has laid off five staff members
during the course of this year to
help maintain services. Three of
them have not been called back.
The Gettysburg-based South
Central Community Action Programs, which operates homeless
shelters in Gettysburg and
Chambersburg, job-training programs and other services, laid
off 68 full-time or part-time
staffers at the height of the crisis. Most have been hired back.
But that means the agency
will pay about $55,000 more in
unemployment-compensation
costs this year, executive director Megan Shreve said.
The United Way survey said
that as a result of those costs,
funding cuts and depressed donations from the private sector,
agencies are in a weaker position
to handle a similar impasse this
year. Most respondents predicted their services would start to
close within two months of another halt in the flow of state aid.
Ross said human-service
providers understand that the
state government faces constraints in a weak economy, and
that many would be happy just
to receive level funding from
Harrisburg this year.
But nonprofits couldn’t handle another long stretch without state aid this summer, he
said.
Several leaders reached for
this story noted the distractions
and worry from last summer’s
impasse.
“There’s many different levels
of hurt,’’ said the YWCA’s Nixon.
“It’s telling parents that you
can’t enroll any more children in
day care ... or your staff walking
on eggshells because you know
what, we don’t know if we’re
going to have jobs tomorrow.’’

FR Class Receives Szwydek
Memorial Trip Donation

The Forbes Road Class of 2011 was the fortunate recipient of a $2,000 check last week to
fund its upcoming trip to Arlington National Cemetary in honor of fallen Marine Lance Cpl. Steven
Szwydek. The money represents two separate $1,000 donations from VFW Post #655 of McConnellsburg and former Marine and local resident George Cutchall. According to history teacher
Jeremy Hollinshead, the annual junior trip scheduled for March 12 will include a trip to the cemetery and gravesite of Szwydek, the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, the Holocaust Museum and
the Smithsonian Museum of Natural History. On hand for the check presentation on February
24 were (left to right): George Cutchall; John Warsing of VFW Post #655; Class of 2011 President Kinsey Cutchall; Class of 2011 Vice President Stephanie Worthing; and Hollinshead, who
noted what a blessing it is to have people from within the community step in and fill the gaps
in situations such as the annual memorial trip.

